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“I am always doing that which I cannot do, in order that 

I may learn how to do it.”  --Pablo Picasso 

Daniel taught another wonderful vine basket class last 

month.  Everyone was very enthusiastic about weaving 

the vines into a beautiful basket.  As he said in his 

description, we would make a type of melon basket.  

But, let me tell you, traditional melon or egg baskets 

these were not.  Such wonderful shapes and sizes.  

That’s one thing that has always intrigued me about 

basket making.  You give a group of people the same 

materials with the same instructions.  Each craftsman 

puts themselves into their basket.  It doesn’t matter if 

they are very experienced or novice.  Each basket is 

unique.  Also, Daniel always teaches us something 

about the collecting and harvesting of the vines. 

THANKS Daniel for a wonderful experience. 

ALSO, THANKS TO MS. PAT FOR HAVING US AT 

HER LAKE HOUSE.  It’s so peaceful and very 

conducive to vine basket making. 

Everyone is gearing up for the very interesting Pysanka  

I’m sure that there will be another group of unique 

results from this class.  We are very fortunate to have 

someone in our area that has the knowledge to teach 

this class. 

As most of you know, Farm Day is upon us.  We owe a 

great debt to Ms. Pat for a place to have our 

workshops at no cost.  That is almost unheard of these 

days.  This is the Cullman Fiber Guild’s way of showing 

Ms. Pat and Peinhardt Farm board how much we  

(continued on page 3) 

 

Pysanka (Easter Egg Decorating) 
 
Saturday August 22, 9:30 a.m. 
Leader: Teresa Czekalski 
Supply Fee: $10 (comes with traditional 
wooden tool). Kit comes with 3 blown 
chicken eggs.  
Location Peinhardt Living History Farm 
Maximum Participants: 15 
Deadline to Register: August 8 
 
 
A pysanka is a Ukrainian Easter egg, 
decorated with Ukrainian folk designs using 
a wax-resist method. The designs are 
written with beeswax not painted on. 
 
In 988 the decorated pysanka was adapted 
to play an important role in the Ukrainian 
rituals of Christianity. Many symbols were 
adapted to represent Easter and Christ’s 
Resurrection. During the Soviet regime over 
Ukraine the art of pysanka was banished, 
museum collections destroyed, and nearly 
forgotten. There has been a rebirth of this 
folk art since Ukraine’s Independence in 
1991. 
 
Extras available for purchase at the 
workshop: Blown goose egg $5, spaghetti 
wax 3/$.75, dye packets for home $.99. 
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How to Register for a Workshop: 

-Sign up at a prior workshop 

-Email cullmanfiber@yahoo.com 

-Call (205) 540-5694, Leave a message 
 



 

 

Bias Rectangle Loom Weaving 
 

Saturday September 26, 9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Supply fee:  Option 1:  $1, includes photocopy of handout 

and use of 9” x 36” loom to weave a scarf during the 

workshop.  Use donated yarn or bring your own yarn. 

Option 2:  $4, includes photocopy of handout, larger 

selection of yarn and use of 9” x 36” loom to weave a 

scarf during the workshop. 

Option 3, Shorter Workshop:  $1, includes photocopy of 

handout. 

Maximum number of students using 9” x 36” looms 

(Option 1 and Option 2):  9. 

Open to adults and youth ages 14 and up. 

 

Learn to weave on a rectangle loom with continuous 

thread to make a bias scarf.  In this workshop we’ll make a 

9” x 36” scarf.  You’ll learn to make patterns by changing 

colors of yarn.  You’ll learn how to make your own 

rectangle looms in various sizes.  No weaving experience is 

required. 

 

The 9” x 36” scarf will require ~ 5 hours.  If you can’t 

stay that long, choose Option 3.  Before lunch, you’ll be 

able to weave several rows to learn how to weave, but 

won’t finish a scarf. 

Thanks to Barbara Batson for donating a sack of acrylic 

yarn to us.  There will be more yarn available in case you 

don’t find your color in the donated yarn (Option 2). 

 

If you bring your own yarn bring a firm worsted weight 

yarn.  NOT fuzzy. Bring ~ 65 yards for one-strand 

weaving, or ~ 65 yards for each strand of two-strand 

weaving.  If desired, bring more for fringe (48 spaces 

narrow edges of scarf.) 

 

The leader will bring all the tools and other supplies 

needed. Bring your own rectangle looms if you like.  If 

your loom is larger than the looms provided for use in 

class, bring your own yarn and you will probably have to 

finish your work at home. 

 

Bring a sack lunch.    

Peinhardt Living History Farm Day 

(Public Day) 

 

October 24, 2015 

Gates 9am-3pm 

 

Peinhardt Farm Day is where the farm is open 
to the public for 1 day out of the year. There 
are many vendors with farm related items. 
Many people demonstrating how things were 
done on a farm in the past. 
 
Cullman Fiber Guild provides people 
demonstrating different techniques we’ve 
been learning. These include knitting, 
crocheting, weaving, spinning, basket making, 
and more. 
 
Ms. Pat Peinhardt allows the Cullman Fiber 
Guild to meet at the farm for free. Her 
hospitality to us helps make it to where we do 
not have any dues at this time.  
 
Please help us show our appreciation to Ms. 
Pat. All you have to do is show up at farm day 
with a project you’ve been working on. 
Demonstrating is really that simple! Yes, it will 
probably take you longer to finish than if you 
were at home, but by finishing a project at 
farm day you have demonstrated, possibly 
introduced something new to someone, 
possibly helped our guild grow, and inspired 
many.  
 
We want to keep fiber arts alive! To do that 
we need to reach out to people that may be 
on the fence about learning something new, 
people they may not have the family history of 
fiber arts, as well as people that have nobody 
to teach them. One way to do this is by 
demonstrating at Farm Day. 

 

Upcoming Workshop & Farm Day 
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How to Register for a Workshop: 

-Sign up at a prior workshop 

-Email cullmanfiber@yahoo.com 

-Call (205) 540-5694, Leave a message 



  

Study Group 
Right now we only have a Basket Study Group 
that meets every 2nd Sunday @ 2pm. We look 
forward to having more study groups in the 
future. 

Basket Study Group:  

Next meeting: August 9 @ 2pm 

Don’t ever feel that you will be behind anyone 

else if you miss a Sunday.  This is a 

“structured/nonstructured” group. Everyone is 

welcome to come when your schedule permits. 

If you are interested in making baskets, please 

come join us!  

Start making your basket “tool kit” if you don’t 

have one already. Remember, wear “play” 

clothes.  We really will not get dirty but, 
possibly wet.  

Need to finish your apple basket or any other 
basket that you haven’t finished?  Bring it to 
the next meeting to work on and hopefully 
finish. 
 
We are a laid back group of people interested 
in baskets. Bring a basket pattern or idea, 
possibly learn new techniques and basket 
materials, and always be ready for a basket 
adventure.  

 
Teachers Directory 
The Spinning and Weaving Group, of The 

National Needlearts Association, is starting a 

Teachers Directory.  See 

www.spinweave.org/teachers-directory/ for 

details. 

 

How to Register for a Workshop: 

-Sign up at a prior workshop 

-Email cullmanfiber@yahoo.com 

-Call (205) 540-5694, Leave a message 
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Please be considerate!  Workshops can 
have waiting lists. If you pre-register and then 
find you cannot attend, notify the Cullman 
Fiber Guild so that the first person on the 
Waiting List will be able to take advantage of 
this learning opportunity.   
 
Shekinah Sunday Gatherings, Sunday August 23, 1:00 

p.m. – 4:00 p.m., the Fourth Sunday Gathering will be 

at the Shekinah Farm Fiber Store.  They are free 

monthly gatherings to bring fiber enthusiasts of all 

types together to exchange ideas and encouragement 

in a comfortable setting, much like the traditional 

“sewing circles” of our grandmother’s time.For more 

information, e-mail CLBerry@gmail.com.  The 

Shekinah Farm Fiber Store is to the right of the main 

house through the gate.  The address is 2788 or 2794 

Charity Lane, Hazel Green, AL 35750.  There will be 

Fiber Community Gatherings to network and socialize 

with other Farms, fiber artists, guilds, groups and 

stores in our Fiber Community.  Bring business cards, 

flyers and information to hand out.  If we work 

together, the community will grow!  This event will be 

held at Shekinah Farm Store on Fifth Sundays, August 

30 and November 29, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

President message continued… 

appreciate the ability to meet each month and learn 

new skills.  Please consider demonstrating something 

fiber related this one day.  You may come for a few 

hours, or if you are able to stay all day we appreciate 

your time.  I guarantee you will leave rewarded.  There 

are so many people that are really interested in what we 

do.  Some may not realize that they, too, can produce 

something as wonderful as we do. 

Thanks to all for all you contribute to the guild, even if 

it’s only your presence at our workshops.  We all learn 

SO much from each other, whether planned or not. 

Charlie 

 

Study Group / Info 
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Calendar, Directions, Extras 
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Cullman Fiber Guild Calendar 

 

August 9 Basket Study  Group 

August 22 Pysanka (Easter Egg 

Decorating) 

September 13 Basket Study Group 

September 26 Bias Rectangle Loom 

Weaving 

October 11 Basket Study Group 

October 24 Peinhardt Living History Farm 

Day 

NEXT YEAR 

Our workshop and programs committee is 

diligently working on activities for next year 

(2016). Do you have something you want to 

learn or something you think others might 

like and want to teach? Please let us know. 

  

Dates for 2016 (pending approval): January 

23, February 27, March 26, April 23, May 21, 

June 25, July 23, August 27, September 24 

 

 

Remember: You don’t have to take a 

workshop to be able to show up and have 

fun. Work on your own project or just 

socialize! 

 

Directions:    
 
!!All workshops are located @ 
Peinhardt Living History Farm 
Museum in Cullman, Alabama 
unless otherwise specified!! 
 

Peinhardt Living History Farm in 
Cullman, Alabama 
 

From I-65, take exit 308 onto US 278 East.  
Turn right onto Talley Ho Street SW, less 
than 1 mile from the interstate, there is a 
Sunbeam bread store at this corner.  Turn 
right at the Cullman Bowling Center (1710 
Tally Ho Street NW). Drive through the gate 
and just past the Baton Cabin (restored log 
cabin) on the right, turn right and drive 
between Peinhardt Living History Farm 
Museum (a metal building) on the right and 
another restored log cabin on the left. Park 
in the gravel parking lot. 
 

Newsletter Submission: 
 

Newsletter Submissions should be 
submitted to 
cullmanfiber@yahoo.com 
 
We as a fiber guild work on 
bringing the past to the present. 
That means learning and sharing 
different arts that started in the 
past. Every kind of art deserves a 
chance to survive and we work 
hard to make sure it does. 
 

 Email: cullmanfiber@yahoo.com 

Blog: cullmanfiber.tumblr.com 

www.facebook.com/cullmanfiberguild 

 

 

How to Register for a Workshop: 

-Sign up at a prior workshop 

-Email cullmanfiber@yahoo.com 

-Call (205) 540-5694, Leave a message 

 

 



 
Area Events 

Huntsville Fiber Guild Meeting, Salad Picnic and 

Convergence slideshow. We will enjoy an “indoor” 

salad picnic and see slides from Convergence 2014 

which was in Providence, Rhode Island.  We will see 

slides of the wonderful submissions to four different 

exhibits:  Small Expressions, All that Jazz Fashion Show, 

Ebb and Flow Yardage, and A Lively Experiment Mixed 

Media.  Hopefully this time of admiring others’ work will 

inspire us in new directions. Bring your favorite salad or 

a dessert to share.  Show-and-tell is always welcome.   

 

Dye Class at R&M Yarns, Monday August 10, Candee 

Saint will teach a Protein/Animal Fiber Dye Class at 

R&M Yarns. “Mix different dyes together to make one-

of-a-kind dyed skeins of wool fiber.  The class will focus 

on the ‘process’ of using chemical dyes to dye animal 

fiber.  You'll also learn different techniques in dyeing 

yarn.  You'll have 4 skeins of yarn for practice. The $50 

cost includes all dyes and 4 skeins of wool yarn.  The 

pre-registration deadline is August 7.  Bring snug-fitting 

rubber/latex gloves, an apron and 5-gallon zip-lock 

bags.  See http://www.rmyarns.com/Dyeing.html for 

more details and to pre-register.   If there are 

questions, call R&M Yarns at 423-961-0690. 

 

Georgia Fiber Festival, Sept 10-12, Columbus, GA 

www.gafiberfest.com 

Fiber in the ‘Boro, Oct 24, Murfreesboro, TN 

www.fiberintheboro.com 

SAFF, Oct 30, 31, & Nov 1, Fletcher, NC 

www.saffsite.org 

Need to contact a Board Member? 

Charlie Gardner – President 

205-540-5694 

April Mayfield – Vice President 

Workshops / Programs 

205-540-5565 

Victoria Meadows – Newsletter 

256-507-0707 

 

Cullman Knifty Knitters meet every Tuesday from 

2:30pm-4:30pm in the Cullman County Library. Yarn 

and needles are free. All ages. Crocheters invited too. 

 

Heartland Quilt Guild of Cullman meet on the second 

Thursdays at 6pm @ Christ Covenant Church, St. 

Joseph St. 

 

Nimble Thimble Quilt Guild of Cullman meet the 

second Friday of every month in the basement of the 

Colonel Cullman Museum @ 9:30am 

 

Greater Birmingham Guild  

http://www.greaterbirminghamfiberguild.blogspot.com 

 

West Alabama Fiber Guild  

http://wafguild.blogspot.com/ 

 

Huntsville Fiber Guild   

https://sites.google.com/site/hsvfiber/ 

 

Huntsville Library Fiber Workshops 

Please see weavingbasics.tumblr.com or hmcpl.org 

 

Huntsville Spinners meet on the second and fourth 

Thursdays at Books-a-Million on University Drive, 

Huntsville at 7:00 p.m. 

Huntsville Fiber Guild Weaving Group ,Second and Fourth 

Tues Night 6:45pm, Central Presbyterian Church, Cooper 

House. People of all skill levels are having fun talking about 

their weaving projects.  

 

Huntsville Constitution Village Lacers, bobbin lace, Grapple 

room @ Summit Crossing Church, 7200 Governor's West 

second Monday of each month from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m. We always welcome new lacers.   

 

Plying the Arts in Athens, Georgia, August 8-9, the 

Peachtree Spinners will present a weekend filled with 

workshops.  See WorldInASpin.com for details. 

 

How to Register for a Workshop: 

-Sign up at a prior workshop 

-Email cullmanfiber@yahoo.com 

-Call (205) 540-5694, Leave a message 
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